PART B

[to be administered to representatives from nongovernmental organizations, bilateral agencies, and UN organizations]

I. HUMAN RIGHTS
1.
Does the country have laws and regulations that protect people living with HIV/AIDS against discrimination? (such as general non-discrimination provisions or provisions that specifically mention HIV, focus on schooling, housing, employment, health care etc.)

     Yes     X
          No




1.1 IF YES, specify:

  














Human right protection of people living with HIV/AIDS is a part of general non-discrimination provisions; there are no specific provisions for HIV/AIDS.  




  









 [write in]
2.
Does the country have non-discrimination laws or regulations which specify protections for vulnerable sub-populations? 

 Yes        
No

X


2.1 IF YES, for which sub-populations?


a) Women







Yes        
No




b) Young people





Yes         
No





c)  IDU







Yes        
No





d) MSM







Yes        
No




e) Sex Workers






Yes        
No




f) Prison inmates





Yes        
No



g) Migrants/mobile populations

Yes        
No




h) Other:





    


          [write in]
	IF YES, 

Briefly explain what mechanisms are in place to ensure these laws are implemented:
Describe any systems of redress put in place to ensure the laws are having their desired effect:




3.
Does the country have laws, regulations or policies that present obstacles to effective HIV prevention, treatment, care and support for vulnerable sub-populations? 

Yes        
No X



3.1 IF YES, for which sub-populations?


a) Women







 Yes        
No




b) Young people





Yes        
No





c)  IDU







Yes        
No





d) MSM







Yes        
No




e) Sex Workers






Yes        
No




f) Prison inmates





Yes        
No



g) Migrants/mobile populations

Yes        
No




h) Other:





    


          [write in]
	IF YES, briefly describe the content of these laws, regulations or policies and how they pose barriers:



4.
Is the promotion and protection of human rights explicitly mentioned in any HIV/AIDS policy or strategy? 


 Yes   X
        No




If YES, briefly describe how human rights are mentioned in this HIV policy or strategy

Although the National programme for limiting spread of HIV and AIDS in Latvia 2009 – 2013 (approved by the Cabinet of Ministers on 30 June, 2009) does not specifically mention promotion and protection of human rights, the Regulations of the Cabinet of Minister No 628 (adopted on 4 November 2003) states  that HIV-infected persons and AIDS patients shall be treated, applying to them all the rights and duties like all other clients.  
5.
Is there a mechanism to record, document and address cases of discrimination experienced by people living with HIV and/or most-at-risk populations?


Yes X   


No


	IF YES, briefly describe this mechanism
Persons can seek assistance at the Patients’ Ombud Office, Police, Health Inspection, the Latvian Centre of Human Rights, Ombudsman’s office in Latvia and the Committee of Human Rights in the Parliament of Latvia.  



6.
Has the Government, through political and financial support, involved most-at-risk populations in governmental HIV-policy design and programme implementation?


Yes        X


No  


N/A


	IF YES, describe some examples
All respondents agreed that the Government usually asks representatives of most-at-risk populations to comment upon new policies and programmes but they do not really feel involved in development of comprehensive and target-oriented policy is limited. All respondents were pessimistic about involvement in determining financial allocations and distribution of planned activity funding.



7.
Does the country have a policy of free services for the following: 


(a) HIV prevention services


Yes X        
No

(b)
Anti-retroviral treatment 


Yes X        
No

(c) HIV-related care and support interventions 
Yes X         
No

	IF YES, given resource constraints, briefly describe what steps are in place to implement these policies:
Prevention services, according to all respondents, have been under resourced and it is very difficult for civil society organizations to receive funding for HIV prevention services. The most challenging is to provide HIV prevention services in prison setting.
Respondents also mentioned that unlike other countries the government does not support social advertising.  
According to some respondents, the state budget covers Anti-Retroviral treatment for those who have critical health condition (an acute retroviral syndrome (therapy lasts for 3-6 months), HIV- infection is symptomatic (illnesses of category C or symptomatic HIV), thrombocytopenia, CD4<200 cells/mm3).

Specific HIV –related care and support interventions for free are provided for children and pregnant women; for adults this type of care is as a part of general social assistance package for vulnerable groups.          



8.
Does the country have a policy to ensure equal access for women and men, to prevention, treatment, care and support? In particular, to ensure access for women outside the context of pregnancy and childbirth?

Yes        X


No




8.1. In particular…

 Yes        
No

X

9.
Does the country have a policy to ensure equal access for most-at-risk populations to prevention, treatment, care and support?

Yes        X


No




If YES, briefly describe….
Although the target groups of the National programme for limiting spread of HIV and AIDS in Latvia 2009 – 2013 (approved by the Cabinet of Ministers on 30 June, 2009) are:
· Injecting drug users

· Prisoners

· Sex workers

· Men who have sex with men

· Pregnant women with unknown HIV status

· Schoolchildren that might engage in risk behavior

· Individuals that face professional risk

respondents felt that in everyday situation equal access for most-at-risk populations is limited. 

9.1 IF YES, …..

 Yes        
No

X


	IF YES, briefly explain the differences: 



 10.
Does the country have a policy prohibiting HIV screening for general employment purposes (recruitment, assignment/relocation, appointment, promotion, termination)? 


Yes     X   


No 



11.
Does the country have a policy to ensure that HIV/AIDS research protocols involving human subjects are reviewed and approved by a national/local ethical review committee?


Yes        X


No




11.1 IF YES, does the ethical review committee include representatives of civil society and people living with HIV?


Yes        
No X



	IF YES, describe the effectiveness of this review committee



12.
Does the country have the following human rights monitoring and enforcement mechanisms?

· Existence of independent national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights, including human rights commissions, law reform commissions, watchdogs, and ombudspersons which consider HIV and AIDS-related issues within their work. 

Yes        X


No

· Focal points within governmental health and other departments to monitor  

HIV-related human rights abuses and HIV-related discrimination in areas such as housing and employment 

Yes        
No X

· Performance indicators or benchmarks for 

a) compliance with human rights standards in the context of HIV/AIDS efforts



Yes        

No X



IF YES on any of the above questions, describe some examples:

Persons can seek assistance at the Patients’ Ombud Office, Police, Health Inspection, the Latvian Centre of Human Rights, Ombudsman’s office in Latvia and the Committee of Human Rights in the Parliament of Latvia. 
However, respondents could not mention any relevant case which would be considered by the above mentioned institutions/ organizations over the last 2-3 years. 
13. In the last 2 years, have members of the judiciary (including labour courts/ employment tribunals) been trained/sensitized to HIV and AIDS and human rights issues that may come up in the context of their work? 


Yes        

No
X


14.  Are the following legal support services available in the country?

· Legal aid systems for HIV and AIDS casework



Yes        

No X



· Private sector law firms or university-based centres to provide free or reduced-cost legal services to people living with HIV




Yes        

No X



· Programmes to educate, raise awareness among people living with HIV concerning their rights 



Yes        

No X



15.
Are there programmes designed to change societal attitudes of stigmatization associated with HIV and AIDS to understanding and acceptance?

Yes        

No X


IF YES, what types of programmes?

-
Media                                            
Yes        No



-
School education


Yes        No


-
Personalities regularly speaking out 
Yes        No



-   Other 






          [write in]

	Overall, how would you rate the policies, laws and regulations in place to promote and protect human rights in relation to HIV and AIDS in 2009?

	2009
	              Poor                                                               Good

	 
	0     1     2     3     4     5     6     7     8     9     10

	Since 2007, what have been key achievements in this area:
Respondents could not mention any positive changes

What are remaining challenges in this area:

· Promotion of human rights

· Improved access to HIV treatment for prisoners and drug users
· Better understanding of promotion and protection of human rights at the governmental level.



	Overall, how would you rate the effort to enforce the existing policies, laws and regulations in 2009?

	2009
	              Poor                                                               Good

	 
	0     1     2     3     4     5     6     7     8     9     10

	Since 2007, what have been key achievements in this area:

Respondents could not mention any positive changes

What are remaining challenges in this area:

· Shortage of financial resources due to economic crisis

· Change of attitude towards promotion and protection of human rights in relation to HIV and AIDS.


II. CIVIL SOCIETY
 PARTICIPATION

1. To what extent has civil society contributed to strengthening the political commitment of top leaders and national policy formulation? 



Low 





High



0

1

2

3

4

5 

Comments and examples
· Every month NGOs attend meetings of the Council for Implementation of the Cooperation Memorandum between Non-governmental Organizations and the Cabinet of Ministers
· Several NGOs are members of state commissions, working groups and councils, for example, 4 NGOs working in HIV/AIDS field are members of the National Coordination Commission on Limitation Spread of HIV, STI and TB.
· In some extent as a result of NGO performed harm reduction activities in prison setting, some prisons have developed their own education programmes on harm reduction, 
· there is better understanding about HIV prevention and harm reduction among prisoners and prison staff. 
· Some representatives of HIV/AIDS related organizations have been invited for discussions by President of the Republic of Latvia.
2. To what extent have civil society representatives been involved in the planning and budgeting process for the National Strategic Plan on HIV/AIDS or for the current activity plan (e.g., attending planning meetings and reviewing drafts)?



Low 





High



0

1

2

3

4

5 

Comments and examples

· Respondents agreed that they were involved in development of the National programme for limiting spread of HIV and AIDS in Latvia 2009 – 2013, but they think that most of their proposals were not considered, as well as they could not influence proposed distribution of finances.
· Members of NGOs are invited to attend meetings organized by Ministry of Health, as well as revise and comment drafts of policy planning documents.
· As a result of consultations with NGOs, the Government did not reduce budget for HIV treatment as it was expected due to economical crisis.
3. To what extent are the services provided by civil society in areas of HIV prevention, treatment, care and support included

a. in national AIDS strategy?



Low 





High



0

1

2

3

4

5 


b. in the national AIDS budget?



Low 





High



0

1

2

3

4

5 

c. in the national AIDS reports?



Low 





High



0

1

2

3

4

5 

Comments and examples

· Some of NGO submitted proposals were considered during the development of the National programme for limiting spread of HIV and AIDS in Latvia 2009 – 2013.
· Respondents agreed that civil society has not been involved in budget planning process and there is no earmarked budget line for NGO activities

· Governmental institutions often ask for data on performance (for example, distributed/collected needles & syringes, provided consultations, HIV testing & counselling), however NGOs believe that governmental officials use to present these as governmental achievements in final reports, even if NGO inputs have been solely funded from other resources. 

4.
To what extent....



a. developing the national M&E plan?



Low 





High



0

1

2

3

4

5 


b. participating in the national....?



Low 





High



0

1

2

3

4

5 

c. M&E efforts at local level?



Low 





High



0

1

2

3

4

5 



Comments and examples

· There is no separate national M&E plan but it is included as part of the National programme for limiting spread of HIV and AIDS in Latvia 2009 – 2013. Respondents agreed that they were involved in development of the programme, but they had limited opportunities to influence its development.
· There is not established the National M&E committee or working group responsible for coordination of M&E activities.
· The state collects data on performance of low-threshold centers (LTC) in whole country, but there is lack of thorough evaluation of LTC performance, as well as distribution of finances is not based on cost-effectiveness of services provided by LTC. 
5.
To what extent is the civil society sector representation in HIV/AIDS efforts inclusive of its diversity?



Low 





High



0

1

2

3

4

5 

List the types of organizations representing civil society in HIV and AIDS efforts: 

The core organizations are youth organisations, HIV-positive organisations and
AIDS service organizations which within some projects attracted faith-based organizations or alliance of lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgendered people and their friends.
6.
To what extent is civil society able to access


a. adequate financial support to implement its HIV activities?



Low 





High



0

1

2

3

4

5 


b. adequate technical support to implement its HIV activities?



Low 





High



0

1

2

3

4

5 

Comments and examples
· Within state programme low-threshold centers receive HIV prevention materials (needles & syringes, condoms, disinfectants), informative materials and can participate in some trainings.

· Most of municipalities cover maintenance costs of low-threshold centers, as well as employ persons working in LTC.
· Few low-threshold centers have received donated  computers from local municipalities or the former State AIDS center.

· Within projects supported by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), European Union (EU) and European Commission (EC) low-threshold centers have improved their capacity, developed new services and improved equipment and premises. Nevertheless respondents stressed that most of NGOs still lack capacity and therefore they are not able to develop major projects and apply for EU funding.
7. what percentage….

Prevention for youth 51-75

Injecting drug users 51-75

MSM >75

CSW >75

Testing and counselling <25

Reduction of stigma and discrimination 25-50  

Clinical services < 25

Home based care < 25

Programme for OVC <25

	Overall, how would you rate the efforts to increase civil society participation in 2009?

	2009
	              Poor                                                               Good

	 
	0     1     2     3     4     5     6     7     8     9     10

	Achievements: 4 NGOs are members of the National Coordination Commission on Limitation Spread of HIV, STI and TB.
Challenges: currently, none of the policy documents foresees funding for NGOs.


III. PREVENTION
1. Has the country identified the specific needs for HIV prevention programmes?

Yes X         
No  
	IF YES, how were these specific needs determined?:
In accordance with international recommendations, guidelines and national needs the following target groups were identified in the National programme for limiting spread of HIV and AIDS in Latvia 2009 – 2013:

· Injecting drug users

· Prisoners

· Sex workers

· Men who have sex with men

· Pregnant women with unknown HIV status

· Schoolchildren that might engage in risk behavior

· Individuals that face professional risk




1.1.  to what extent has HIV prevention been implemented?
	HIV prevention programmes
	The majority of people in need have access

	
	Agree
	Don’t agree
	N/A

	Blood safety
	 X 
	
	

	Universal precautions in health care settings
	X
	
	

	Prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV
	        
	X
	

	IEC on risk reduction
	
	X
	

	IEC on stigma and discrimination reduction
	
	X
	

	Condom promotion
	       
	X
	

	HIV testing & counselling
	
	X
	

	Harm reduction for injecting drug users
	
	X
	

	Risk reduction for men who have sex with men
	
	X
	

	Risk reduction for sex workers
	
	X
	

	
	
	
	

	Reproductive health services including STI prevention & treatment
	
	X
	

	School-based AIDS education for young people
	
	X
	

	Programmes for out-of-school young people
	
	X
	

	HIV prevention in the workplace
	
	X
	

	Other [write in]


	
	
	


	Overall, how would you rate the efforts in the implementation of HIV prevention programmes in 2009?

	2009
	              Poor                                                               Good

	 
	0     1     2     3     4     5     6     7     8     9     10

	Since 2007, what have been key achievements in this area:

· it has been possible with the UNODC (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime) support to establish 5 new low-threshold centers (Cesis, Saldus, Jurmala, Ventspils, Daugavpils) and purchase a bus for start of outreach work with sex workers.

· Most of low-threshold centers have improved their effectiveness – provide more services with the same amount or even less resources.

· Within UNODC small grant scheme 3 NGOs have received funding for provision of multilateral support to prisoners and prison staff (lectures, peer to peer consultations, HIV testing etc.).
· Within UNODC small grant scheme 5 prisons have developed their own education programmes and have educated prisoners and prison staff about HIV prevention, drugs, hepatitis B & C, STI etc.

What are remaining challenges in this area:

· Still some target groups have limited  access to services (for example, pregnant women with unknown HIV status, men who have sex with men).
· NGOs are funded mainly from small-scale projects and there is not established a sustainable mechanism for NGO funding.
· UNODC project in Latvia ends in December 2010.



IV. TREATMENT, CARE AND SUPPORT 

1. Has the country identified the specific needs for HIV treatment, care and support services? 

Yes     X   

No


	IF yes, how are these specific needs determined?:
Target groups are identified in the National programme for limiting spread of HIV and AIDS in Latvia 2009 – 2013, but the programme does not foresee  specific activities to increase access to  treatment, care and support services.  




1.1. to what extent HIV treatment, care and support services been implemented?  

	HIV and AIDS treatment, care and support services
	The majority of people in need have access to

	
	Agree
	Don’t agree
	N/A

	a. Antiretroviral therapy
	X
	
	

	b. Nutritional care
	
	X
	

	c. Paediatric AIDS treatment
	X
	
	

	d. Sexually transmitted infection management
	
	X
	

	e. Psychosocial support for people living with HIV and their families
	
	X
	

	f. Home-based care
	
	X
	

	g. Palliative care and treatment of common HIV-related infections
	X
	
	

	h. HIV testing and counselling for TB patients
	X
	
	

	i. TB screening for HIV-infected people
	X
	
	

	j. TB preventive therapy for HIV-infected people
	X
	
	

	k. TB infection control in HIV treatment and care facilities
	X
	
	

	l. Cotrimoxazole prophylaxis in HIV-infected people
	X
	
	

	m. Post-exposure prophylaxis  (e.g., occupational exposures to HIV,  rape)
	X
	
	

	n. HIV treatment services in the workplace or treatment referral systems through the workplace
	
	X
	

	o. HIV care and support in the workplace (including alternative working arrangements)
	
	X
	

	p. Other programmes: [write in]


	
	
	


	Overall, how would you rate the efforts in the implementation of HIV treatment, care and support programmes in 2009?

	2009
	              Poor                                                               Good

	 
	0     1     2     3     4     5     6     7     8     9     10

	Since 2007, what have been key achievements in this area:

· Improved cooperation between TB specialists and narcologists (drug addiction specialists)

· HIV therapy has been rationalised in line with WHO recommendations (mainly, more expensive treatment schemes have been replaced by cheaper ones)
· More people receive HIV treatment

· Mechanisms developed for provision of home-based care 

What are remaining challenges in this area:

· still many patients need HIV treatment, but due to limited resources they do not receive it
· there is need to improve access to various treatment, care and support services for injecting drug users (for example, to pharmacotherapy with methadone and motivational programmes)



2.
Does the country have a policy or strategy to address the additional HIV-related needs of orphans and other vulnerable children (OVC)?

Yes        
No
X

N/A 
5.1 IF YES, is there an operational definition for OVC in the country?     

Yes        
No



5.2 IF YES, does the country have a national action plan specifically for OVC?
Yes        
No



5.3 IF YES, does the country have an estimate of OVC being reached by existing interventions?

Yes        
No



IF YES, what percentage of OVC is being reached?            % [write in]
	Overall, how would you rate the efforts to meet HIV-related needs of orphans and other vulnerable children in 2009?

	2009
	              Poor                                                               Good

	 
	0     1     2     3     4     5     6     7     8     9     10

	Since 2007, what have been key achievements in this area:

· Due to too little awareness on this topic,  respondents could not mention any achievements 

What are remaining challenges in this area:

· to develop a policy document and better data collection methods.



�Civil society includes among others: Networks of people living with HIV; women's organizations; young people’s organizations; faith-based organizations; AIDS service organizations; Community-based organizations; organizations of vulnerable sub-populations (including MSM, SW, IDU, migrants, refugees/displaced populations, prisoners); workers organizations, human rights organizations; etc. For the purpose of the NCPI, the private sector is considered separately.








1

